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Our Research Project

Question:
What do our students know about ñknowing?ò   or

What do Elmhurst College students, in actual practice, assume knowing to be?

Objective:
Build a qualitative description of ideological assumptions about ñknowingò that 

prevail among a group of Elmhurst College undergraduate students.  

Method:
Analyze samples of studentsô written discourse to discover characteristics of 

conceptual frameworks that underpin studentsô ideation of knowledge, 

learning, education, truth, certainty, and closely related óepistemicô 

conceptions.
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Our ñFairclough Diagramò
of grammatical realizations of social functions in text
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desirable

intensity 23
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deontic modality stmts. 22
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undesirabe
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This diagram was created by Tom Nachtrab and Nathan Dunlap in June 2008 as part of a an inquiry/research project 

sponsored by the Faculty Development Committee of Elmhurst College.

The diagram is based on Norman Faircloughôs model for textual analysis presented in Analysing Discourse: Textual 

Analysis for Social Research, Routledge, 2003, 270 pages. [ISBN 10: 0-415-25893-6]

The diagram uses terminology and structures described by Fairclough in the text of Analysing Discourse, but neither 

this diagram nor any similar diagram appears in Analysing Discourse. Nachtrab and Dunlap are responsible for the 

diagram, and make no claims that Fairclough has in any way approved it.

 

© 2008 T. Nachtrab and N. Dunlap

A Diagrammatic Guide for a Textual Analysis Methodology
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Methodology

Student Writing Specimen
¸ Pieces of student writing, or óspecimensô,were 

collected from Blackboard after the completion of 

the 2008 Spring Semester.

I thought that the "Do you Know" video was very eye opening. When 
presented with the facts about the richest country, who has the 
strongest educational system, the most powerful military system, etc. 
I thought that it was for sure the United States. I was then very 
surprised to find out that it it actually Great Britain. I feel like we've 
been brought up with this mentality that The U.S. is the best and the 
greatest and all of that, but we're never really educated on what goes 
on in other countries and we are never presented with the facts that 
were stated in that movie. It really made me see things from a new 
perspective and knowing that there are more college graduates in 
India & China was very shocking also. Also, I thought it was 
interesting that 100% of college graduates in India are english-
speaking. I think that this is very impressive, because no where near 
100% of the college graduates from the United States can speak any 
other language besides for english. I also think that it is cool that in a 
certain number of years, there will be more english-speaking people 
in China than there will be in the U.S. I really enjoyed watching the 
movie and being presented with all of this facts that I otherwise 
would have known nothing about.

Specimen Specimen

Specimen Specimen



Methodology

Collection
¸ The specimens were sterilized of actual student 

names and assigned two control numbers to 

differentiate among authors and texts.

AAID: 162 ASID: 1148
I thought that the "Do you Know" video was very eye opening. When 
presented with the facts about the richest country, who has the 
strongest educational system, the most powerful military system, etc. 
I thought that it was for sure the United States. I was then very 
surprised to find out that it it actually Great Britain. I feel like we've 
been brought up with this mentality that The U.S. is the best and the 
greatest and all of that, but we're never really educated on what goes 
on in other countries and we are never presented with the facts that 
were stated in that movie. It really made me see things from a new 
perspective and knowing that there are more college graduates in 
India & China was very shocking also. Also, I thought it was 
interesting that 100% of college graduates in India are english-
speaking. I think that this is very impressive, because no where near 
100% of the college graduates from the United States can speak any 
other language besides for english. I also think that it is cool that in a 
certain number of years, there will be more english-speaking people 
in China than there will be in the U.S. I really enjoyed watching the 
movie and being presented with all of this facts that I otherwise 
would have known nothing about.

Specimen Specimen

Collection

Specimen Specimen
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This diagram was created by Tom Nachtrab and Nathan Dunlap in June 2008 as part of a an inquiry/research project 

sponsored by the Faculty Development Committee of Elmhurst College.

The diagram is based on Norman Faircloughôs model for textual analysis presented in Analysing Discourse: Textual 

Analysis for Social Research, Routledge, 2003, 270 pages. [ISBN 10: 0-415-25893-6]

The diagram uses terminology and structures described by Fairclough in the text of Analysing Discourse, but neither 

this diagram nor any similar diagram appears in Analysing Discourse. Nachtrab and Dunlap are responsible for the 

diagram, and make no claims that Fairclough has in any way approved it.
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A Diagrammatic Guide for a Textual Analysis Methodology

Social Discourse Analysis
¸ The theories of discourse analyst Norman 

Fairclough were drawn upon for the development 

of a research method.
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Methodology

Analysis Worksheet
¸ Specimens were organized into working 

templates divided by sentence and sentence 

fragment. 
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