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Presentation Outline

1. Introduce You to Our Project Tom

2. What We Did, How We Did It, What We Found Nathan

3. Teaching Implications of What We FoundTom

4.  Questions and Comments You
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Our Research Project

Question:

What do our students know about #Aknowing?
What do EImhurst College students, in actual practice, assume knowing to be?

Objective:

Build a qualitative description of ideollo
prevail among a group of EImhurst College undergraduate students.

Method:

Analyze samples of studentsodé6 written di gc
conceptual frameworks that wunderpin st
| earning, education, truth, certaint vy,

conceptions.
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Intellectual Context of Our Project

Norman Fairclough M.A.K. Halliday

Discourse
ch Soc !(11
Change

Professor M A K Halliday

Discourse Analysis s Systemic Functional Grammar

Plato Saussure Richard Rorty
Avristotle Peter Berger Michel Foucault
Wittgenstein John Searle James Paul Gee

W. V. Quine Steven Toulmin et al.
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of grammatical realizations of social functions in text
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SpecimenJ SpecimenJ

Student Writing Specimen

Pieces of student writing, or0 s pe c | weeen s 0
collected from Blackboard after the completion of
the 2008 Spring Semester.

| thought that the "Do you Know" video was very eye opening. When
presented with the facts about the richest country, who has the
strongest educational system, the most powerful military system, etc.
| thought that it was for sure the United States. | was then very
surprised to find out that it it actually Great Britain. | feel like we've
been brought up with this mentality that The U.S. is the best and the
greatest and all of that, but we're never really educated on what goes
on in other countries and we are never presented with the facts that
were stated in that movie. It really made me see things from a new
perspective and knowing that there are more college graduates in
India & China was very shocking also. Also, | thought it was
interesting that 100% of college graduates in India are english-
speaking. | think that this is very impressive, because no where near
100% of the college graduates from the United States can speak any
other language besides for english. | also think that it is cool that in a
certain number of years, there will be more english-speaking people
in China than there will be in the U.S. | really enjoyed watching the
movie and being presented with all of this facts that | otherwise

k / would have known nothing about.
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Methodology

Collection

The specimens were sterilized of actual student
names and assigned two control numbers to
differentiate among authors and texts.

[AAID: 162 ASID: 1148

now" video was very eye opening. When
presented with the facts about the richest country, who has the
strongest educational system, the most powerful military system, etc.
| thought that it was for sure the United States. | was then very
surprised to find out that it it actually Great Britain. | feel like we've
been brought up with this mentality that The U.S. is the best and the
greatest and all of that, but we're never really educated on what goes
on in other countries and we are never presented with the facts that
were stated in that movie. It really made me see things from a new
perspective and knowing that there are more college graduates in
India & China was very shocking also. Also, | thought it was
interesting that 100% of college graduates in India are english-
speaking. | think that this is very impressive, because no where near
100% of the college graduates from the United States can speak any
other language besides for english. | also think that it is cool that in a
certain number of years, there will be more english-speaking people
in China than there will be in the U.S. | really enjoyed watching the
movie and being presented with all of this facts that | otherwise
would have known nothing about.
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Social Discourse Analysis

The theories of discourse analyst Norman
Fairclough were drawn upon for the development
of a research method.
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Methodology

Analysis Worksheet

Specimens were organized into working
templates divided by sentence and sentence
fragment.

~ ‘~
9 |£ / Ireally enjoved A1, R16, R17 | summation of student's affective state (enjoym ent); enjoved: bodily / mental proc ess;
E watching the movie R16, R17 watching: semi-active material / mental process;
C and AQ parataxis;
L being presented with R33 being presented with: passive material proc ess, student is affected beneficiary;
E all of this facts that 123 all: intensifying; facts: acceptance of propositions of text as truth;
F I otherwise would R3,A16, A8 | L: theme, actor in mental relation; would: hypothetic al; otherwise: contrastive, without
having the facts presented to me; does this imply that something must (generally) be
presented to one before one can know it?:

¢\ | have known nothing about. RAT 123 have known: mental process; nothing: unmodalized intensity; about: knowing is ‘about’
J T something, knowing has objects, or areas of objects;

does ‘nothing about' imply that it is possible that there degrees of knowing?; or does
‘nothing about imply that knowing is either ‘all' or ‘nothing'?; (little evidence for either

implication?)
9 | RELATION OF SENTENCE TO A summation of student's affective state (enjoyment) as a result of the experience of
OTHER SENTENCES watching a video text. The summation describes how the student was affected by the

watching of the text.

The student is an affected, semi-passive beneficiary of being presented with; does this
imply that som ething must (generally) be presented to one before one can know it?;

and SUMMARY for SENTENCE Student accepts propositions of text as truth (facts):

Knowing is ‘about’ something, knowing has objects, or areas of objects;







